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	Course Description

	Course Catalog

	An introduction to research, writing, and rhetorical practices employed in academic and professional contexts. The course examines the operation of genres, the audiences they address, and the purposes they serve. The course focuses on the analysis and development of student writing and rhetorical practice. Assignments include research essays, digital compositions, and oral presentations.  (4 credits)
Instructor’s Note: This course will engage heavily with Pop Culture. We will be looking at how media shapes the world in which we live and how techniques in film/music/etc can be applied to our writing to make us more effective. We may also engage with some discussion of poetics as it engages with rhetoric, but this is not a poetry course and as such, students will not be expected to write or interpret poetry. We are more concerned with larger social issues of oppression and discrimination.  

	Library Sessions

	As part of this course, you will learn research skills and develop information literacy through a curriculum developed and delivered by university librarians. This instruction will take place at 5:00pm on Mondays in 305 Capen Hall. The librarians deliver this curriculum in collaboration with the composition program and instructors. However, they are responsible for the content, assignments, and grading of this portion of the class. 

This is NOT two separate classes. You will receive a single grade. The librarian will provide you with a syllabus for his or her portion of this class. The assignments and grades produced in that segment of the course will be reported to me and will constitute 15% of your final grade for ENG 105 (listed as “Information Skills” on the Grading chart below).


	Required Materials

	· Joining the Conversation 2nd edition by Mike Palmquist – available at the University Bookstore

	· A tablet or laptop with internet access – Required every day in class

	· Microsoft© Office 2016 – Available free as part of your student fees here:

 http://www.buffalo.edu/ubit/service-guides/software.html
Please note: Assignments must be converted to a Word file before submission in order to allow for commenting and to preserve the integrity of formatting.

	Additional Readings Below

	Outside Readings
· How to Write a Memoir by William Zinsser
http://theamericanscholar.org/how-to-write-a-memoir/#.UtPKofRDuSo
· Texas A&M Rhetorical Analysis Guide (Optional):
http://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-Writing/Analysis/Rhetorical-Analysis
Video/Infographics:

· The Beast of Beauty Culture: An Analysis of the Political Effects of Self-Objectification by Cahill and Heldman 
http://hilo.hawaii.edu/~tbelt/pols433-reading-thebeastofbeautyculture.pdf
· Reclaiming our Cultural Mythology by George Gerbner

http://www.context.org/iclib/ic38/gerbner/ 

· Changing Our Cultural Myths by  Lane Wallace
http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2010/04/changing-our-cultural-myths/39537/
·  “Learning to Listen: Oral History as Poetry” by Dennis Tedlock – available on JSTOR
Video:

· A 4-Year-Old Girl Asked A Lesbian If She's A Boy. She Responded The Awesomest Way Possible. (Adam Mordecai – Upworthy) 
http://www.upworthy.com/a-4-year-old-girl-asked-a-lesbian-if-shes-a-boy-she-responded-the-awesomest-way-possible
· 5 Minutes Of What The Media Actually Does To Women (Brandon Weber – Upworthy)

http://www.upworthy.com/5-minutes-of-what-the-media-actually-does-to-women-8?c=reccon1 

·  There's Something Absolutely Wrong With What We Do To Boys Before They Grow Into Men 

(Joseph Lamour – Upworthy) 

http://www.upworthy.com/theres-something-absolutely-wrong-with-what-we-do-to-boys-before-they-grow-into-men
· And The Winner For 'Biggest Hint That Hollywood Is Twisted' Is... (Joseph Lamour – Upworthy)
http://www.upworthy.com/and-the-winner-for-biggest-hint-that-hollywood-is-twisted-is
· Think Gen Y's Lazy? I'mma Print This Chart, Origami It Into A Mustache, And Stick It On Your Face. (Victoria Fine – Upworthy)
· http://www.upworthy.com/think-gen-ys-lazy-imma-print-this-chart-origami-it-into-a-mustache-and-stick-it-on-your-face
· Neil Hilborn “The Future”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xUEg2WxGqQ 


	Recommended Materials 

	· Any reputable English dictionary (e.g. Webster’s or American Heritage) 

	· Bedford/St. Martin’s – The Everyday Writer by Andrea Lunsford – A Guide to MLA/APA formatting

	· A notebook or three ring binder with loose-leaf paper dedicated to coursework in English 201


	 Learning Outcomes


	1. Evaluate, construct and support arguments.

	2. Analyze the effects of different audiences, purposes, and genres on communication practices across media (rhetorical analysis).

	3. Locate, evaluate, synthesize and manage information (text, visuals, media) effectively and ethically.

	4. Analyze how information is created, disseminated and used in a constantly evolving information environment.

	5. Compose in a variety of academic, professional and civic contexts.

	6. Compose and deliver effective oral presentations.

	7. Understand, evaluate, and compose effective visual communications.

	8. Understand and use current digital composition methods.

	9. Vary appropriately genre conventions for structure, paragraphing, tone and mechanics.

	10. Analyze cultural and human differences when communicating.


	Grading

	Memoir
	10 %

	Rhetorical Analysis
	5 %

	Digital Composition or Research Blog
	10 % 

	Oral Presentation
	10 %


	Research Essay
	20 %

	Portfolio
	15 %

	Informal Writing
	15 %

	Library Skills
	15 %


	Assignment Descriptions

	Below are very brief descriptions of the assignments for the course. More detailed descriptions of the assignments are available later in the syllabus.

	Memoir

	A narrative discussing your personal engagement with an issue that interests you.

	Rhetorical Analysis

	An analysis of the arguments and conversations in your research area. 1000 words.

	Research Blog

	A blog detailing your research efforts during the semester that engages with audio/visual aesthetic. 1000 words.

	Oral Presentation

	You will give one spoken presentation in class based on your writing assignments.

	Research Essay

	A more traditional, humanities essay incorporating independent, library research. 2000 words.

	ePortfolio

	Your portfolio will include all of your formal assignments (the review, analysis, researched essay, and digital composition), a sample of your informal writing, and a reflective essay (a minimum of 500 words). Extensions will not be available for the ePortfolio. Late assignments will not be accepted. 

	Informal Writing (Journal Entries) 

	You will participate in online discussion forums. Each week you will write twice on the discussion forum. Posts are of an informal nature, usually 150-200 words, and related to class discussion. You will also be expected to write comments on your classmates’ blogs, participate in peer review of each other’s drafts, and write in class. These ‘journal entries,’ as they will sometimes be called, will be written on the course website: http://ENG2K18.wordpress.com  
If you are unable to participate in class activities because you have not done the required readings, you will be asked to leave and marked absent for the day. It is imperative that you stay on top of reading assignments and keep up with the schedule. Though I will make my best effort to remind students of all upcoming assignments, readings included, a lack of in-class reminder will not be a sufficient excuse for not having completed the assigned readings. Please see the absence policy for further details. 
Take home writing assignments assigned in class directly impact this grade, so if you are absent, make sure you get the assignment from one of your peers.

	Information/Library Skills

	A series of assignments in collaboration with librarians who will evaluated and calculate this portion of your grade.


	Note to students:

	Save all the writing you do during the semester.  You can clear your files in January.  Until then, you never know what may prove to be useful during a revision.  If you compose and revise on a computer, periodically print out (or save on disk) versions of your draft so that you have a record of its process.  Keep a copy for yourself (either on disk or a hard copy) of all major assignments handed in to me.  In addition, keep all drafts on which you have received comments from me or your classmates.




	Course Policies


	Classroom Experience

	In order to create a positive environment for learning, students need to be present, prepared, and engaged. This includes refraining from distractions, disruptions, and disrespectful behavior. At minimum this means not using devices such as cellphones and laptops except as they are relevant to activity in which the class is currently engaged. Upon entering the classroom, students implicitly agree to abide by the University’s policies on classroom decorum: http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/obstruction.shtml. Please be mindful of others’ rights to and vested interest in a valuable learning experience, as well as your own. Come to class prepared, having read carefully any text assigned for reading and having given your absolute best on writing assignments.

	Accessibility Resources

	If you require classroom or testing accommodations due to a disability, please contact Accessibility Resources, located at 60 Capen Hall. AR can be reached by phone at (716) 645-2608 or by email at stu-accessibility@buffalo.edu. You may also visit the Accessibility Resources website for further information: www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/ods/. Please inform me as soon as possible about your needs so that we can coordinate your accommodations.

	Student Support Services

	Students interested in receiving guidance in overcoming obstacles, in addition to other services to ensure your success at UB, should check out UB’s Student Support Services Program (SSS). SSS is located in 215 Norton and at www.cpmc.buffalo.edu/sss  Students in any major are welcome to apply to SSS.

	SafeZone and Non-Discrimination Policies

	I have a zero-tolerance policy for active discrimination, be it related to gender, disability, race, sexual orientation, country of origin, socio-economic status or any other form. If a student in our course is making you uncomfortable, or you are uncomfortable with the topics discussed in class, feel free to meet with me during my office hours or send me an e-mail. I reserve the right to eject any student participating in or promoting discrimination from my course. As a SafeZone certified instructor, I am here as resource if you feel you are facing a hostile environment at UB and need a sounding board.
Please be aware that micro-aggressions/incidental racism do/does occur as a result of some of the material we are discussing. Our goal is to have an open discussion. This often means dealing with deeply ingrained social practices. As a result, mutual respect and patience is expected of all students while we navigate these challenging issues.

	Course Repeat Policy

	Please be advised that English 105 has been designated as a 'limited enrollment' course. Self-registration in these courses in the Fall and Spring semesters will be limited to those students who are taking the course for the first time; repeat enrollments during Spring and Fall will not be allowed. Students who plan to repeat one of these courses for any reason should plan to register for the course during one of the summer sessions. Repeat enrollment refers to registration by a student who was previously enrolled in the course at UB, or who transferred an equivalent course to UB, and who received a letter grade of A, B, C, D or F and qualified values thereof (e.g., A-, D+) or a grade of P, S, U, I, J, N or R. The only case in which a student may self-register for a repeated course is when the student has taken an Administrative Withdrawal for an entire previous semester, so that all the grades for that semester were registered as W. Students wishing to repeat a course in the fall or spring have a window of the week before classes begin to self-register; previous to this, permission to register must be granted. All petitions regarding this policy should be directed to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.


	Academic Dishonesty

	Please familiarize yourself with the University’s Academic Integrity policy, which can be found at http://undergrad-catalog.buffalo.edu/policies/course/integrity.shtml. In a writing course, we are particularly concerned with plagiarism, which the catalog describes as “Copying or receiving material from any source and submitting that material as one’s own, without acknowledging and citing the particular debts to the source (quotations, paraphrases, basic ideas), or in any other manner representing the work of another as one’s own.” The writing program’s policy states that the first instance of plagiarism will result in an “F” on that assignment. Any additional instances of plagiarism will result in failure of the course. Plagiarism within the portfolio will result in an F in the course, as this assignment is representative of a semester’s worth of work.

	Late Assignment Policy

	On occasion, students are unable to meet assigned due dates. If you believe you will be unable to meet a due date, you must email me prior to the day an assignment is due. In your email you should explain your situation and identify when you will complete the assignment. Typically I will grant students a week extension on one assignment during the semester.  Assignments turned in late without prior arrangement will be reduced one full letter grade. Assignments later than one week will not be accepted. Portfolios will not receive any extensions and will not be accepted late.

	Attendance Policy

	The writing program attendance policy allows students one week of absences. That means you may miss three classes without penalty. Each additional absence will drop your final grade 1/3 of a grade (e.g. miss four classes total and your final grade will drop from a “B” to a “B-”). Late arrival to class will count for 1/3 of an absence. (e.g. three late arrivals =  1 absence = 1/3 reduction of a letter grade.) 
After two weeks of absences students risk failure in the course. 

	Tutoring  in Writing 

	UB’s Center for Excellence in Writing supports writers across the university as they compose, construct, and share meaning. Since learning to write is a life-long endeavor, all members of the UB community are also students of their own writing processes. Committed to the idea that writing both creates and communicates knowledge, understanding, and individual reflection, the CEW provides attentive, respectful readers, offers workshops on writing and writing instruction, and conducts research to guide the future development of writing practices. The CEW, located in 209 Baldy Hall, is here to support any writing you might do while at UB – assignments, essays, research projects, as well as application materials, personal statements, and so on. Talking through challenges and choices and getting an audience’s reaction is a healthy part of any writer’s process.  All writers are welcome to come in for free individual consultations.  You can schedule from the CEW website, drop by the Center, or call 645-5139. The CEW’s website is here: http://www.buffalo.edu/cas/writing.html 


	Incomplete Policy

	An incomplete grade may only be given to students who have (1) fulfilled the attendance requirement for the course and (2) completed all but one of the written assignments.

	Digication e-Portfolio:

	As a major feature of this course, you will use Digication’s e-portfolio to assemble materials for presentation at the end of the semester. This content platform will be extensively used as a part of the new General Education curriculum’s integrative initiative, which seeks to encourage students to bring the various aspects of their university learning experience together. You should be able to access the Digication system using this URL: https://buffalo.digication.com/ When you click on "Login," you will be redirected to your MyUB login screen. Sign in using your UBIT name and password. For additional help please refer to the UB ePortfolio startup guide, email support@digication.com, or email UBcurriculum@buffalo.edu, with subject line “ePortfolio help”. 


Memoir Assignment

Executive Summary

Throughout the course of this semester we will be discussing our perceptions of the world and the mythologies in which we participate. In order to understand these cultural constructions we must also understand ourselves. The memoir will serve as an opportunity for you to reflect upon a certain moment in your life and provide new perspective based upon your current social context. Memoirs are written about your life, so you will be writing from the first person perspective. As memoirs are generally considered to be factual, you will want to make sure your imagination does not get the best of you. It is best to pick a moment in your life where you came to some realization or experienced some major change that challenged your perception of the world. You will discuss how the event affected you at the time and how your current perspective has shed new light upon the event.

The Process

1. Think about your criteria: Your life is likely a lot more interesting to you than it is to others. This course is an opportunity to experience yourself from this outside point of view. What do you need to write about in order to keep the topic interesting? Why was this event important then and/or why is it important now? Who will this interest? 
2. Reconsider your interpretation: Memories change based on how we interpret them throughout our lives. An event that may have seemed insignificant at the time may now be of great importance. Consider how this event has or may have changed in your mind over the course of time. What are you accomplishing in writing a memoir about this moment? If you misremembered this event, how would it change things? What parts of it are cloudy or uncertain? How important are these parts to the role this event plays in your life? Is misremembering what makes this so significant?
3. Writing the memoir: You are writing about yourself so make sure to remain in the first-person narrative voice. This memoir should reflect your personal style. With as personal as the memoir is, how can you guarantee that it will be relatable to your audience? How will you keep them interested? What type of personal style is revealing itself in your writing? How can you use this knowledge when writing in other genres? 
Requirements

· Your memoir must be a minimum of 1000 words in length.

· You must participate in the peer review workshop. Unexcused absences from peer review workshops will result in an automatic letter downgrade on the assignment.
Evaluation Criteria

You will be evaluated by the following criteria, roughly in order of decreasing importance:

· Reflection upon a major life event

· Ability to engage a general audience

· Engagement with the style and form of the memoir

· Demonstration of a personal writing style

· Thoughtful response to workshop feedback

· Spelling, grammar, other stylistic concerns.
Rhetorical Analysis Assignment
Executive Summary

For this assignment you will choose a source (or two) related to the topic of your research essay and discuss the major conversations and debates in your field of research. This is an excellent opportunity for you to lay down some serious groundwork for your essay as these pieces of research will likely be the ones to which you refer most in your essay. You will want to consider: How was your research chosen? How closely related is it to your topic? How can I make use of these articles in my future writing? The purpose of this assignment is to understand the appeals writers use to engage their audience. For this assignment, how things are said will often be more important than what is said. Pay attention to ethos, logos, and pathos appeals but do not rely entirely on this for your discussion. There are other writing techniques employed. Knowing how other writers write will help you to see patterns in your own writing technique and will ultimately make you more effective at communicating with your audience.
Instructor’s note: Students who successfully write 1,000 words about one article tend to score higher than students who divert their attention between two.

The Process

1. Readings and discussion: As you work your way through the readings you should keep in mind the credibility of your sources. Do the arguments the authors make strongly conflict with your experience? Where do they resonate? Most importantly, where do the authors' perspectives shed new light on your experiences? Which authors are more compelling? Why? What further research would need to be done? How relevant is this reading to what I am discussing? Who is the target audience of each author and how does that affect their construction of the text?

2. Your personal understanding of the topic: You will have some pre-conceived ideas before you begin your research. While these will guide your understanding of what you read, you need to make sure they do not interfere with your ability to look at the topic objectively. Consider: What are your personal biases? What have you reconsidered as a result of your research? What would you have learned if you had known nothing about the topic at the beginning of your research? 
3. Writing a rhetorical analysis: As you write your analysis you should consider the importance of your role in the construction of this analysis. It is your responsibility to analyze and synthesize the research you have read. That considered, how can you assure that your analysis is fair? What techniques can you use to eliminate bias? What type of writing will help you to avoid these types of problem? What level of authority do you need over the texts?  Did you use primary and/or secondary sources? Why?
Requirements

· Your rhetorical analysis must be a minimum of 1000 words in length.

· Participation in the peer review workshop. Failure to participate in peer review will result in an automatic letter grade reduction to the assignment as well as any applicable rubric penalties.
Evaluation Criteria

You will be evaluated by the following criteria, roughly in order of decreasing importance:

· Performance of a rhetorical analysis related to your research
· Engagement with  1-2 credible sources related to your research
· Discussion of major arguments and conversations in you field of research
· Engagement with the style and form of the rhetorical analysis – Does not contain article summary
· Thoughtful response to workshop feedback

· Spelling, grammar, other stylistic concerns.
Research Blog

Executive Summary

This assignment will track your research progress. While this project may begin later in the semester, you will be wanting to think about it early on. This is where you will demonstrate the research you have done and the work you have put into the course. Having some kind of research journal would make this assignment much easier. As you walk readers through your process you will want to reflect upon what you did well and what you did differently, taking a good look at how your process works. This is also an opportunity for you to get feedback for your future research practices, which you will continue throughout your time at the university. 

The Process

1. Reflection and Collection : Look back on your research process. What went well? What didn’t? What sites and locations did you use to gather information? Which would you be most like to use in the future?
2. Experience: Don’t be surprised if reflecting upon the research is as challenging as the research itself. This is a complex process, one which you probably do fairly automatically. Start thinking about where you began your research. How has this process been similar or dissimilar to other research endeavors you have attempted in the past? How has your process evolved? What mistakes have you started to make as research becomes more familiar?  How can you correct them?
3. Writing the Research Blog: This research was not an overnight process. How did the different steps you took interact with one another? In what order did you follow these steps? What would happen if you changed  the order, or took out a step? What could you add to improve your research?
Requirements

· Ten total entries of 100 words each. Your blog must be a minimum of 1000 words in length
· Your blog must include audio-visual content on each page. 

Evaluation Criteria

You will be evaluated by the following criteria, roughly in order of decreasing importance:

· Address your research process and provide thoughtful insight about your work 
· Use of personal experience and observation
· General aesthetics as they pertain to audience

· Incorporation of video/audio and imagery in every entry
· Ability to address multiple audiences: peers, faculty, and administrators

· Thoughtful response to workshop feedback

· Spelling, grammar, other stylistic concerns.

Oral Presentation 
Executive Summary
Formal presentations are a part of academic and professional life. There are many different professional contexts in which one might give a presentation depending on one’s career: a presentation at an academic conference, a report to your superiors in a company, a sales pitch to clients, a proposal before a government committee, and so on. However, it is also likely that you’ll be asked to give a presentation as a student. Often such class presentations are about independent research or projects you are doing, though sometimes professors ask students to give presentations about material everyone in the class is reading. Sometimes these presentations are done in groups, sometimes not. 

In this class you will each give a brief, five-minute spoken presentation. The topic of your presentation will be based on subject material relating to your essay that you did not have time to discuss in your actual essay. This is an opportunity to take advantage of research you have already done, as well as a way to help keep your essay from wandering too far off topic. You may choose to use slides, handouts, or similar materials but that is optional. Some presenters read a script, some use notes, some memorize their speeches, and still others extemporize. There is no single right way to do it. Having a script means knowing for certain what you’ll say but it risks disconnecting from the audience if you fail to make eye contact. On the other end of the extreme, extemporizing allows one to be responsive to the audience’s responses but risks going off-topic, forgetting important points, and losing track of the purpose. Over time, one can become an expert at either or both. 

A Word of Advice

Many people get nervous before a presentation. Practicing your presentation will help you feel prepared, but you might also consider a strategy to help calm yourself. There are many so you should find one you think might work for you.

The Process

1. Identify your topic: pick something for which you can express some enthusiasm and passion. If you don’t care what you are talking about, no one else will.

2. Find a purpose: there was a purpose for the text on which your presentation is based, but this presentation is not the same as your text. It will have different content, a different audience, and different genre conventions. In short, it is a new rhetorical situation, so be certain of your purpose for this audience.

3. Prepare your speech: I will suggest that you create an outline and some notes rather than an entire script, but if you will feel more confident with a script that’s an option.

4. Decide upon and create materials: again, this is an optional step, but one that is recommended. If you can create good slides or handouts they can help you keep your presentation focused. 

5. Practice, practice, practice: Practice. See if you can get some friends, family members, or classmates to be your audience and get some feedback from them.

Requirements

· Give a spoken presentation that is 5-7 minutes in length.

· Have some materials to hand in (e.g., notes, outline, slides, handout). You don’t need to have all of these things, but you should have at least one.
Research Essay Assignment

Executive Summary

As you know, research is a primary activity of academic life. It takes place in many sites across the disciplines from science labs to archeological dig sites to rare manuscript collections. There are also many methods of research. All disciplines share the need to communicate their research with colleagues doing similar studies, with other researchers in their field and beyond who might find their work valuable, and, at times, with the general public. Though we might generally say that academic researchers publish journal articles for this purpose, there are many differences among those articles from one discipline to the next. Different disciplines also make varied use of other genres including websites and other digital media, books or monographs, posters, essay collections, and so on. Given all these differences it’s not really possible to teach undergraduate students once and for all how to do research or write a research paper in a first-year writing course. Furthermore, writing research papers in a specific discipline requires disciplinary knowledge that you probably haven’t acquired yet. These are many things you’ll need to learn later in your major. That said, there are some fundamental rhetorical strategies and library research skills that we can address here and that will serve as a foundation as you learn to write in your discipline later in your academic career. 

In this class, you will formulate a research question that arises from a topic determined in class that relates to Popular Culture and social perceptions. For example, if you are heavily invest blockbuster superhero movies, you might ask a research question about the representation of women in such films. Or, if you did your rhetorical analysis on discussions on the future of robots in the labor force, you might wonder how ethics should be defined in robot programming. We will devote time in class to constructing a good research question.

The Process

1. Formulate a productive research question: this means asking a question for which you do not have a readymade answer and in which your audience has some interest.

2. Find and evaluate primary source material: primary sources differ from one discipline to the next. They might be lab experiments, observations of people in a community, or pieces of art. Regardless, the primary source provides direct evidence for answering your research question. For example, in geology it might a collection of rocks; in literary studies it might be a novel. So, if a geologist asks a question about the formation of a particular feature of the planet, she might examine rock samples from that location as a primary source. A literary scholar interested in the representation of women in a particular historical moment might examine a novel from that period. In our class, the primary source(s) will be one or more pieces of popular media which will serve as evidence for a question you have about how a particular issue is discussed or represented in the world.

3. Find and evaluate secondary sources: briefly put, secondary sources are texts produced by other researchers (academic and sometimes non-academic, like journalists or government officials) who are asking questions related to your own. Secondary sources are employed in different ways in different disciplines, but all disciplines refer to them. In our case, your task will be to select a few sources, analyze how they relate to one another (similar to our rhetorical analysis assignment), and then situate your own research in relation to them (e.g. where do you agree or disagree, what open questions do they have that you also ask, what new questions do you introduce).

4. Make a contribution: all research adds something to an existing conversation. Often we call this a “thesis statement.” The important thing to realize here is that while the final product of your researched essay might begin with a thesis statement (typically at the end of the first paragraph or beginning of the second), the research project does not. That is, as researchers we do not start by imagining we will make certain claims in a journal article and then go about doing research that will provide evidence in support of those claims. In fact, that would be unethical. Instead, we discover what our contribution—the claims or argument we will make—will be through the activities of research.

Requirements

· A researched essay at least 2000 words in length.
· At least 5 secondary sources, including direct citations (as described above). At least one must be a print source available at the UB Library.
· Participation in the peer review workshop. Failure to participate in peer review will result in an automatic letter grade reduction to the assignment as well as any applicable rubric penalties.
Evaluation Criteria

You will be evaluated by the following criteria, roughly in order of decreasing importance:

· A productive research question

· A useful contribution/thesis statement

· Effective use of secondary sources

· Thoughtful response to workshop feedback

· Appropriate use of citation

· Spelling, grammar, other stylistic concerns
ePortfolio Project
Executive Summary

Over the course of the semester, you will collect materials from this course in your Digication e-portfolio account, and for this assignment you will create a portfolio that presents this material. There are two primary purposes we are seeking to achieve. The first is that the portfolio offers an opportunity for reflection on your experiences over the semester. Educational research shows that reflection (i.e. thinking back over your coursework and what it means) is an integral part of a durable learning experience. That is, rather than taking notes, cramming for an exam, and then promptly forgetting most of what you learned before the next semester starts, through reflection you have better chance of holding on to what you’ve learned (and thus necessarily making it more valuable for you than something you’ve simply forgotten). After all, the purpose of this course is to provide you with skills in information literacy, rhetoric, and composing that will be of value for you elsewhere both as a student and in your professional life. For this reason, an integral part of this assignment is the composing of a reflective essay.

The second purpose for the portfolio is to give you an opportunity to practice presenting yourself in an academic-professional way in a digital environment. When you graduate and head on to a career or graduate school, you will want to have a digital presence that represents you to employers and graduate schools. That presence probably won’t be your first-year writing e-portfolio, but it probably won’t be your Facebook page either. This is a chance for you to practice at presenting yourself as you would want to be seen by an academic or professional audience.

Your portfolio will include all of your formal assignments (the critique, rhetorical analysis, research essay, and digital composition), a sample of your informal writing, and a reflective essay (a minimum of 500 words) as well as the draft, proposals/abstract and other pertinent assignments relating to the essay. It is not necessary to revise your previous assignments for the purpose of this portfolio. You simply have to collect them here. The work of this assignment is two-fold: writing the reflection and creating a presentation of your eportfolio. For the reflection, you should write about the most significant learning experiences of the course (maybe there was one that really stands out; maybe two or three) and draw on evidence from your writing (either formal or informal). For the e-portfolio, you will need to design the overall structure of the site and create some introductory material. You will probably want to include some photos and other digital media. You might imagine a professor or fellow students with whom you take a class next semester seeing your portfolio. What impression would you want to make?

A Word of Advice

This is an assignment you can work on slowly through the semester. Don’t leave it all for the last week.

The Process

1. Collect your work: you should keep copies of your drafts and final assignments in Digication as we move through the semester. That way you’ll have an archive of all your work.

2. Reflect as you go: as we do informal writing through the semester, you’ll have an opportunity to reflect on each assignment. If you take that seriously then you’ll have good material for your reflective essay.

3. Build your e-portfolio: again, you can do this work over time. As with the digital composition assignment, give yourself a chance to experiment with the tool. 

4. Write your reflection: this is the final assignment of the semester. Though it is fairly short, it is your most direct opportunity to demonstrate what you’ve learned this semester.

Requirements

· An ePortfolio with all of your formal assignments (the review, analysis, researched essay,annotated bibliography and digital composition), and a sample of your informal writing, 

· A reflective essay at least 500 words in length 

Evaluation Criteria

You will be evaluated by the following criteria, roughly in order of decreasing importance:

· Reflection on specific learning experiences

· Effective use of evidence from one’s own writing

· Presentation of a professional-academic e-Portfolio

· Inclusion of all required materials

· Thoughtful response to feedback

· Spelling, grammar and other stylistic concerns

	Course Schedule

Note: Course schedule is subject to change. Notifications of changes will be made in class.
JTC refers to Joining the Conversation, 2nd Ed., the required text for this course.

	
	Date
	Due in-Class/Class Activities
	Reading Assignment for Next Class

	M
	1/29
	· Class Introduction
· Begin Memoir Assignment
	· JTC  Ch 1 & 2

	W
	1/31
	· Discuss Reflecting
· Introduce the concept of cultural mythology

· Understanding Audience, Genre and Rhetoric

· Discuss JTC reading
	· Reclaiming our Cultural Mythology by George Gerbner
· http://www.context.org/iclib/ic38/gerbner/

	F
	2/2
	· Cultural Perceptions and Reflection
· Discuss Gerbner article

· Discuss memoir requirements
	

	M
	2/5
	· Writing with Style
· Making Rhetorical Moves

· Engaging your audience
	· How to Write a Memoir by William Zinsser
· http://theamericanscholar.org/how-to-write-a-memoir/#.UtPKofRDuSo
· Last Day to Add/Drop

	W
	2/7
	· Discuss Memoirs, Memoir Style and the purpose of a memoir.

· Discuss Zinsser article

· Explain Memoir assignment goals
	

	F
	2/9
	· Introduce Research Essay and Research Blog
· Begin discussing potential topics and how they might relate to memoirs

· Discuss writing with purpose
	

	M
	2/12
	· In-class Workshop: Peer Review
· Bring two printed copies of your memoir to class. Submit draft digitally on Digication before class.
	· A 4-Year-Old Girl Asked A Lesbian If She's A Boy. She Responded The Awesomest Way Possible. (Adam Mordecai – Upworthy) 
· http://www.upworthy.com/a-4-year-old-girl-asked-a-lesbian-if-shes-a-boy-she-responded-the-awesomest-way-possible
· JTC Ch. 8

	W
	2/14
	· Discuss Gender, personal perspective
· Engaging with diverse audiences

· Writing to understand

· Memoir and narrative structure

· Discuss video

· Discuss JTC reading
	· The Beast of Beauty Culture: 

· An Analysis of the Political Effects of Self-Objectification – Heldman and Cahill 

· http://hilo.hawaii.edu/~tbelt/pols433-reading-thebeastofbeautyculture.pdf

	F
	2/16
	· Establish Research Topics

· Discussion of Portfolio Project
· Discuss Heldman and Cahill article
	· Memoir due by 9pm Friday 

2/16/2018 on Digication
Printed copy due 2/19 in class


	M
	2/19
	· Begin Rhetorical Analysis
· Avoiding summary

· Evaluative writing

· Discuss Rhetorical Analysis

· Discuss finding articles for Rhetorical Analysis
	· 5 Minutes Of What The Media Actually Does To Women (Brandon Weber – Upworthy)
· http://www.upworthy.com/5-minutes-of-what-the-media-actually-does-to-women-8?c=reccon1 

·  There's Something Absolutely Wrong With What We Do To Boys Before They Grow Into Men (Joseph Lamour – Upworthy) 

· http://www.upworthy.com/theres-something-absolutely-wrong-with-what-we-do-to-boys-before-they-grow-into-men
· And The Winner For 'Biggest Hint That Hollywood Is Twisted' Is...

· (Joseph Lamour – Upworthy)

· http://www.upworthy.com/and-the-winner-for-biggest-hint-that-hollywood-is-twisted-is

	W
	2/21
	· Analysis of videos/infographic
· Rhetorical analysis of media

· Multimodal essays

· Discuss research blog progress
	· Changing Our Cultural Myths by  Lane Wallace
· http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2010/04/changing-our-cultural-myths/39537/\
· JTC Ch. 7

	F
	2/23
	· Eliminating bias
· Arguments/Counterarguments
· Selecting quality Articles

· Evaluating sources with criteria

· Discuss Wallace article

· Discuss JTC reading
	· Rhetorical Analysis Draft due in class and on Digication Monday at the beginning of class 

	M
	2/26
	· In-class Workshop: Peer Review

· Bring two printed copies of your rhetorical analysis to class. Submit draft digitally on Digication before class.
	· JTC Ch 11

	W
	2/28
	· Primary and Secondary Sources
· Finalize research topics
· Research resources
· Outlining an argument
· Discuss JTC reading
	JTC Ch 12

	F
	3/2
	· Using Sources and Bibliography
· Rhetorical Purpose of a Bibliography
· Plagiarism, academic dishonesty
· Communicative nature of writing and academia
· Developing textual authority

· Discuss JTC reading
	· Rhetorical Analysis Due by 9pm 3/2/18
· Printed copy due 3/5 in class

	M
	3/5
	· Begin Research Essay
· Developing a thesis

· Writing to convince
· Writing with stakes
· Eliminating voice
	· JTC Ch 4

	W
	3/7
	· Finding remaining sources
· Quality of sources

· Relevance and flexibility of sources

· Staying on topic

· Discuss JTC reading
	· JTC Ch 19

	F
	3/9
	· MLA citation (direct, indirect and block)

· Finding valuable quotes

· Epigraphs and other useful tricks

· Writing to impress
· Discuss JTC reading
	

	M
	3/12
	· Conferences
	

	W
	3/14
	· Conferences
	

	F
	3/16
	· Conferences
	

	M
	3/19
	· Spring Break
	

	W
	3/21
	· Spring Break
	

	F
	3/23
	· Spring Break
	

	M
	3/26
	· Design and Visual Rhetoric

· Multimodal Essays

· Imagery in Cultural Imagination
· Expectations from a Research Blog
	· Think Gen Y's Lazy? I'mma Print This Chart, Origami It Into A Mustache, And Stick It On Your Face.

· (Victoria Fine – Upworthy)

· http://www.upworthy.com/think-gen-ys-lazy-imma-print-this-chart-origami-it-into-a-mustache-and-stick-it-on-your-face

	W
	3/28
	· Writing efficiently and persuasively
· Eliminating repetition

· Using space effectively/formatting

· Discuss infographic
	

	F
	3/30
	· Preparing an abstract
· Presenting at academic conferences/professionalism
· The unending nature of scholarship/research
	· JTC Ch 10

	M
	4/2
	· Introductions, conclusions and stylistic expectations

· Thesis statements and development of argument

· Comparison of genres/genre-switching
	

	W
	4/4
	· Summary – when it is acceptable and when it is not

· Organizing thoughts and materials

· Essay outline
· Other uses for outlines
	

	F
	4/6
	· Making corrections

· Common errors/mistakes
· Good transitions
· Avoiding repetition

· Context and providing all relevant information
	

	M
	4/9
	· In-class Workshop: Peer Review

· Bring 2 printed copies of Research Essay Draft. Draft due on Digication before class.
	

	W
	4/11
	· Essay expansion day/Q&A

· Adding additional sources

· Collaborative rubric for self-evaluation
· Auto-rhetorical analysis
· Discussion of peer review
	

	F
	4/13
	· Discuss ePortfolio
· Rhetorical/pedagogical  purpose of ePortfolio
· Techniques for future growth as a writer
· Applying course material to other disciplines/more on genre-switching
· Writing opportunies at the university level and careers
· Writing in everyday life
· Research Essay Due by 9PM 4/14
	

	M
	4/16
	· Oral Presentations

· Determine topics and presentation order

· Audience and physical/verbal presentation
	· Read Tedlock, Dennis “Learning to Listen” for class 4/9

	W
	4/18
	· Discuss “Learning to Listen”

· Strategies for effective presentations

· Using handouts and supplementary material
	

	F
	4/20
	· In-class Workshop: Peer review: Research blog

	· Last day to resign

	M
	4/23
	· Oral Presentations
	

	W
	4/25
	· Oral Presentations
	

	F
	4/27
	· Research Blog Project Ends

· Oral Presentations
· All Research Blogs Due By 4PM, 4/27
	

	M
	4/30
	· Conferences
	

	W
	5/2
	· Conferences
	

	F
	5/4
	· Conferences
	

	M
	5/7
	· Reflection Essay Workshop
	

	W
	5/9
	· Portfolio Workshop: “Here’s Digication!”
	

	F
	5/11
	· Portfolio Workshop: Evaluation and Troubleshooting
	· Portfolio Due by 4pm 5/13
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